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Stolen cars drop in Rochester

Nearly 1,900 vehicles were stolen in the Rochester area last year and police say that’s an 

improvement. The report was released Monday by the New York Insurance Association. Rochester 

had the third highest car theft rate in New York with 184 cars stolen per 100,000 people.

Buffalo has the highest rate -- 260 cars stolen out of every 100,000. And New York City had the 

second highest rate, 197 per 100,000, but the most cars stolen with more than 37,000.

So why is Rochester no longer number one in this category? News 10NBC found out.

Doug Gan is in the stolen car business. At least sort of. His company repairs cars that were stolen and 

broken. “Our business hasn’t changed all that much, but the thefts per se have come down,” Gan said.

He’s right. Rochester is third in the state behind Buffalo/Niagara Falls and New York City. And the rate in the Rochester region has dropped. From 2,847 total 

thefts three years ago to just under 1,896 last year.

“At least in Irondequoit we’ve got people pretty much trained to give us a call when there’s anything suspicious,” Police Chief Richard Boyan said. Boyan says the 

drop has to do with smarter drivers and tougher enforcement.

“People locking their cars for one. (There are more) arrests with the stolen vehicles,” Chief Boyan said. “People are more aware that there are people out there 

stealing cars.”

In 2005, News 10NBC combed over three years of data on stolen cars. It showed three hot spots for stolen cars in the city. One on the west side, along Driving 

Park and Lake Avenues. A second one along Clinton and Central Avenues close to downtown. And a third one, on the east side, along Portland Avenue.

Doug Gan says he’s called to repair stolen cars all over the county.

“Do you find that they’re stealing them and stripping them or are they stealing them and going on a joy ride?” this reporter asked. “Here in Rochester they’re 

stealing them for a ride home,” Gan said. “It’s gets too hot and they don’t feel like walking.

It’s gets too cold. They’re just in it for the fun.” In fact, Rochester police say 75% of all the stolen cars are used for joy rides.

So why the decline in local thefts? Threre are three main reasons. The city police department’s Zero Tolerance policy, the Rochester Auto Theft Task Force which 

started three years ago and more anti-theft devices in newer cars.

Older cars are still stolen the most. According to the New York Insurance Association, the 1990 Toyota Camry and the 1992 Honda Accord are the most stolen cars 

in the state.
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