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In the spotlight: Ellen Melchionni

Ellen Melchionni is the new president of the New York State Insurance Association in Albany, succeeding Bernard

N. Bourdeau, who retired after 18 years with the organization.

“We have a tremendous potential to grow our association,” said Melchionni, who pointed out that many property
and casualty insurance firms in the state are not yet members. “Our goal is to increase our visibility in the

community and grow our membership.”

More members would only boost the association’s political clout as it tries to influence state policies that affect

insurance companies, such as workers’ compensation reform, taxes and Gov. Eliot Spitzer’s proposed budget.

The spending plan, Melchionni says, includes fees that are “a bit unfair to the insurance industry”in an attempt

to balance the state’s finances. Another big challenge for insurance firms, she said, is complying with often . .
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burdensome regulations; Melchionni is hopeful that a blue-ribbon commission on modernizing financial services

regulation, chaired by state insurance superintendent Eric Dinallo, will help.

Melchionni has been with NYIA since 1993, when she joined the association as a legislative analyst after a decade
in the state Legislature. She worked for both houses. “l got to see a lot of issues come across my desk and get Association.
a good feel for the political process, and see how things get done,” Melchionni said. In 1999, the association

promoted her to vice president.

Melchionni grew up in Syracuse and graduated from SUNY Alfred, with a two-year degree, in 1982. She went to night school at the state University at Albany for
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about 10 years to earn her bachelor’s in psychology and graduated in the early 1990s.

Melchionni is married to William, who is also in the insurance field as a government affairs representative. The couple live in Loudonville and have two children,
11and 9. Though Melchionni has been very active in professional and community organizations for some time, she has scaled back her involvement recently to
devote more time to her family. She enjoys attending her children’s soccer and basketball games, and plays soccer herself. “It’s a great stress reliever and

great exercise,” she said. “Theres nothing like kicking a soccer ball as hard as you can to relieve stress.”
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